Guidelines and Policies for Participation in

Colorado All-State Choir

Auditions: Auditions will be held in four regions of Colorado by the same group of

judges to ensure consistency in evaluating. Students must audition in the area designated unless a petition for a change of site has been requested and approved. A time or site change may be granted in the event of emergencies or illness based on audition space available.

Eligibility: Students must be in grade 11 or 12 and enrolled in their school’s curricular

vocal music program throughout the year. At the time of the audition and the festival,

students must be eligible under the rules of the Colorado High School Activities

Association. If you need to review these rules, please contact your principal or activities

director. If questions regarding unusual circumstances pertaining to eligibility arise,

please contact the Chair of the All-State Choir Governing Board.

Preparation for auditions: Preparation for auditions is important. Each director is

responsible for preparing students to ensure a positive experience during their auditions. Directors should help students select appropriate music, learn sight reading skills, and achieve a self motivated, positive attitude. Guidelines for appropriate literature are the same as all CHSAA sponsored music festivals. Broadway and popular literature are not considered appropriate for this audition (see CHSAA handbook). All solos must have live piano accompaniment. No a cappella singing. Adhering to deadlines and checking all audition forms for accuracy will assist your students.

Appropriate literature: Students must provide their own piano accompanist and furnish

an original printed (not duplicated) score for the judge. Please be sure the edition

handed to the judge the same edition the singer and accompanist are using (example:

Schirmer’s 24 Italian Songs and Arias and 26 Italian Songs and Arias edited by Paton are not the same). Scores may be used that are the same edition but in different key

signatures. Students without an original musical score for the judge will not be allowed

to audition. Please consider using more than one accompanist especially if you have more than 10 students auditioning. (student accompanists are acceptable).

Audition procedures: Solos are limited to 3 minutes and performed first. Judges reserve

the right to stop students if their solo exceeds three minutes. Only the student and the

accompanist may be in the room during the solo. No page turners are allowed in the

audition room. No tape or CD accompaniments will be allowed. No electronic devices

are permitted in the audition room. Following the performance of the solo, accompanists

are asked to leave the room. Only the student and the judge may be in the room during

the skills portion of the audition. No directors, students or parents are allowed to

listen to the audition through the door to the room. Governors are asked to keep a

distance between people waiting in the hallway and the audition space.
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Directors are responsible for assigning the appropriate voice part to each of their

students. If an incorrect part has been printed on the audition card, only the director may request the site governor make a change. Changes cannot be made after auditions have been completed.

Emergency absence: In the event of an emergency preventing a student from auditioning at the site assigned, please notify your All-State Choir Governor immediately. Do not just show up at an alternate site. If you must cancel an audition, you must notify the governor of that site as soon as possible.

Selection Process: Audition scores are totaled and entered into a database. The z-score

formula is then applied to the scores generating a list of students ranked by voice part and z-score. The z-score is a statistical analysis designed to eliminate subjectivity. (A full explanation of z-scores is available under History on the website).

Students who have been members of the Colorado All-State Choir the previous year are

automatically placed in the opposite choir if they are chosen a second year. All other

students are alternately assigned to the choirs according to their z-score rank. All three

choirs are of equal importance and talent is distributed evenly between them.

Notification: Results for all students will be emailed to directors by the end of November.

If you have not received your results by December 1st, please email Mark Kubichek at KubichekM@Thompson.K12.CO.US. Schools that did not have students selected will also be notified at the same time.

All pertinent information about tickets, fees, pullovers, hotel, CDs, DVDs, etc will be

available at that time at the Colorado All-State Choir website www.aschoir.com.

Second Auditions: After students have been selected and directors have sent in the acceptance forms, they must thoroughly prepare the literature before the actual choir rehearsals in February begin. Rehearsal CDs for each student selected will be mailed to their director. Students must pass a second music audition at the festival on the first day of rehearsal at DU. Portions of this CD will be used in the audition. After students have successfully completed this audition, they will be seated in their assigned choir. Attendance at second auditions, all rehearsals, and the concert
performance is mandatory. No exceptions will be made.

Code of Conduct: Students chosen to participate in the Colorado All-State Choir Festival are expected to sing all literature designated by the choir assignment, attend all rehearsals and concerts, meet eligibility requirements according to CHSAA guidelines, and follow the rules listed on the acceptance and code of conduct form. (This form is available under “acceptance information” on the website).
